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Invest in your Health
With prices soaring at the grocery 

store, we have to think about making 
healthy choices and pass up the 
non-nourishing junk processed 
“foods” and learn to cook again from 
scratch, especially with the holidays 
approaching. Get the sugar and white 

of pop and diet sodas.  Avoid the 

on nuts that taste good in their raw 
state, (macadamia, pecans, walnuts, 
hazelnuts and almonds).   

Invest in nourishing food: non-
starchy vegetables (leafy greens, 

berries, good fats and oils (grass fed 
butter, extra virgin olive oil, coconut 
oil, MCT, lard, tallow),  grass-fed beef, 
pork, chicken, lamb, wild animals 
(like venison, buffalo), wild caught 

pasture-raised eggs, and seeds (chia, 

grind to use in shakes or in yogurt, 
instead of granola. Avocados are an 
excellent food and can be made into 
delicious snacks like guacamole. 
Tubers are root veges (yams, sweet 
potatoes, potatoes, rutabagas, turnips, 
carrot, celery root, beets). Herbs and 

turmeric, cinnamon, cloves, parsley, 
dill, rosemary). Occasionally, for 
a treat you can have 75-85% dark 
chocolate.

Variety is the key. Whole foods will 

put your money where your mouth 
is and invest in the most important 
thing you possess, your health. Rose 
Chiropractic, P.C. is located at 435 
Ridge St., Lewiston. Call (716)754-
9039. New patients are welcome.

Living Nativity Scene
Come and Experience the Nativity Story

Niagara Community Church
10500 Cayuga Drive, Niagara Falls

This is a FREE Event

2024 VACANCIES
TOWN OF WHEATFIELD

As of January 1, 2024 vacancies will exist for the following positions:

Please submit a letter of interest addressed to:

Postmarked by December 18, 2023

Village of Lewiston Residents
Scan the QR code below or visit

wnypapers.com for your 
2023 Newsletter

ATTENTION 

Lewiston Town Board 
receives input 

on short-term rentals
Council to hold off on taking any actions 

until after fi rst of year
BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief

Lewiston Town Board mem-
bers opened their Monday regu-
lar meeting with a public hearing 
session to gauge community sen-
timent on matters of short-term 
rentals/Airbnbs operating within 
the town.

While the Village of Lewiston 
has in place a series of regula-
tions and procedures to govern 
short-term rental operations, the 
town, for the most part, does not. 
Town Board members have dis-
cussed the issue in the past, but 
have yet to offi cially take a stand 
– beyond enacting a moratorium.

This week, the board heard 
from 24 members of the commu-
nity. A number of speakers came 
out decidedly against short-term 
rentals within the town, while oth-
ers spoke out in favor. Supervisor 
Steve Broderick gauged the re-
sponse as being roughly even.

Those in opposition raised con-
cerns on a number of issues, from 
the behavior of renters and their 
activities, to the appropriateness 
of the existence of these opera-
tions in neighborhoods, and their 
impacts on the quality of life for 
residents, and property values.

Former Assemblywoman Fran-
cine DelMonte, a Lower River 
Road resident, said, “I appeared 
before the Town Board a few 
weeks ago expressing my op-
position to allowing short-term 
rentals like Airbnb. … I stressed 
to board members that their deci-
sion on this issue will have nega-
tive repercussions and conse-
quences long after their service 
on the board is over. They have 
an obligation to protect the resi-
dential quality of life.” 

She added, “From what I under-
stand, Lewiston has a moratorium 
in place banning shot-term rent-
als, but fails to enforce it. These 
types of short-term rentals do not 
belong next to my house or any-
one else’s.” 

DelMonte suggested the town 
consider addressing the issue in 
a fashion similar to the Town of 
Niagara, which adopted a local 
law in January. 

“That law acknowledges the 
negative impacts of health, safety 
and welfare to the Town of Ni-
agara, and prohibits short-term 
rental uses in agricultural, single-
family residential, single- and two-
family residential, multiple-family 
residential and cluster-residential 
overlay districts,” she said.

“You have an obligation to not 
diminish or destabilize our lovely 
town. And you have an obligation 
to enforce the law, not cherry-
pick or issue special permit uses. 
Communities everywhere are ral-
lying up against short-term rent-
als; this is our time to put an end 
to this.”

Supporters of short-term rent-
als, many of them property own-
ers, spoke of the positive impacts 
on local tourism and the econo-
my, and of the positive impres-
sions from visitors. 

Others said they would be com-
fortable with these operations 
having some type of regulations 

in place to monitor them.
Chuck Barber said, “I’m an 

Airbnb owner. I live in the Town 
of Lewiston. I’m a business owner 
in the Town of Lewiston, and so 
I strongly believe in the value of 
this area. 

“I believe we have the opportu-
nity to make many enhancements 
to existing properties, to make 
them more attractive in the resi-
dential neighborhood that they’re 
situated in. And I believe we bring 
people in (to enjoy) our festivals, 
our businesses – (we bring in) a 
lot more traffi c.

“I actually believe an Airbnb is 
better than having a troublesome 
renter. Many of the Airbnb rent-
als, have had positive experienc-
es with us, everything has been 
positive, there have been no prob-
lems. I do appreciate there can 
be some rules or regulations for 
guidance, but I am here to sup-
port them.”

Broderick said the Town Board 
would not take action on short-
term rentals until after the fi rst 
of the year, when newly elected 
member Sarah R. Waechter takes 
offi ce. 

Waechter said her family oper-
ates a short-term rental in the Fin-
ger Lakes region and, overall, has 
had positive experiences with the 
operation. However, she also told 
the board she had “reservations 
of Airbnbs in residential neigh-
borhoods” and said she felt they 
should be allowed in commercial 
and business districts – with their 
operations regulated through 
town zoning or other legislation 
(local laws). 

Broderick indicated he could 
support a similar approach. 

“I think it’s good that every-
body’s sitting down (to discuss 
this) and doing it,” he said. “It’s 
what government is all about, 
making a wise decision. We’re go-
ing to take that into consideration 
and make a decision after the fi rst 
of the year.”

As to the board’s position on 
short-term rentals, Broderick 
said, “We’ve discussed it and, 
yes, this is the fi rst time we’ve 
reached out to the public.”

Commenting on how Lewiston 
may approach this, he continued, 
“The Association of Towns put 
out a recommended law from an-
other community that was shared 
with everybody (on our board). I 
like the law, (if it’s ever enacted). 
I’d just want to put out a few more 
stipulations on it.”

In the meantime, Broderick 
said the town continues to wel-
comes input from the community 
on this issue. He encouraged resi-
dents to continue to comment and 
reach out to him as the board con-
siders its next step. 

“We’re going to take the pub-
lic’s input, and we’re not just go-
ing to have one public hearing,” 
he said. “Anyone can come to a 
work session or regular meeting 
and talk about it. We take into 
consideration what people think, 
and right now (the sentiment) is 
about 50/50.”

Obituary: Bradley ‘Brad’ 
Denton Hardison

Bradley “Brad” Denton Hardi-
son entered rest on Monday, 
Nov. 27, 2023, at age 68 years. 

Born on Oct. 4, 1955, in Ni-
agara Falls, Brad was a lifelong 
resident of Ransomville. He 
spent most of his adult life serv-
ing Ransomville, Youngstown, 
Lewiston, and neighboring com-
munities as a funeral director 
for, and ultimately, the owner 
of Hardison Funeral Homes, at 
which he worked alongside his 
father, Denton Hardison; and 
uncle, Gerald Hardison.

The story of the life and work 
of Brad Hardison could fi ll a 
book, but space is limited here. 

Brad was a 1973 graduate of 
Wilson Central High School and 
a 1975 graduate of the Hudson 
Valley Community College mor-
tuary school. In addition to all of 
his work in the family business, 
Brad served on the boards of 
Mount St. Mary’s Hospital and 
Niagara Hospice and was a 20-
year member of the Ransomville 
Volunteer Fire Co. He was also 
a member of the national, state, 
and Erie-Niagara Funeral Direc-
tors associations for more than 
40 years.

Brad enjoyed golfi ng and 
tennis (both watching and play-
ing), “mowing the back 40” on 
his farm, attending fundraiser 
pancake breakfasts and similar 
events, watching old comedy 
shows on TV, country music, 
and, more than anything, spend-
ing time with his family and 
many, many friends and acquain-
tances

As so many people have 

expressed, Brad was a compas-
sionate, caring and sympathetic 
individual, both at work and 
out in the community, as well 
as with his family. He truly 
made people feel signifi cant and 
did all he could to fulfi ll their 
wishes for their loved ones. 
He was generous with both his 
time and his means, supporting 
many worthy non-for-profi ts 
and events, including the annual 
Lighting of the Wreaths parade 
in Ransomville. He was “our 
rock” that we could always lean 
on for so many things. Many 
have also commented on his 
sense of humor, his laugh, and 
his easy smile.

Brad is predeceased by his 
father and mother, Denton and 
Esther (nee Bradley) Hardison; 
his older sister, Jan; his fi rst 
wife, Mary; and many uncles 
and aunts on both sides of the 
family.

He is survived by his sons: 
Evan Hardison and Ian Hardi-
son; his younger sister, Paige 

Hardison; former wife, Linda 
Hardison; longtime friend and 
colleague Jim Ewell; longtime 
friend and companion Colleen 
Jackson; and many close cousins 
on both the Bradley and Hardi-
son/Campbell sides.

Visitation will be held at the 
Hardison Funeral Homes Inc., 
3648 Ransomville Road, Ran-
somville, from 2-6 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday Dec. 2-3. The 
funeral will be at 11 a.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 4, also at the funeral 
home in Ransomville. The Rev. 
Monsignor David LiPuma will 
preside. Burial will be in North 
Ridge Cemetery.

Contributions may be made in 
memory of Bradley D. Hardison 
to: The National Multiple Sclero-
sis Society, Niagara Hospice, or 
the Ransomville Volunteer Fire 
Co. 

Please visit www.hardisonfu-
neralhomes.com.

••••••••
The family and staff of Hardi-

son Funeral Homes would like 
to reassure our families and 
friends that we will continue to 
provide the same standard of 
care and excellence that Brad 
and his family have provided 
since 1921. Please do not hesi-
tate to call either of our locations 
with any questions: Lewiston, 
716-754-7963; Ransomville 716-
791-3911.
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